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HIGHLIGHTS

& 11 nearly (rejerested neighbourbood parks were momitored fior 3 years.
& There was a general deterioration in condition across most imdicators.

# The decline was a result of buman aeglect and vandalism and lvestock damage.

& Most boral people lamented the deterinmting conditon,
# Deterioration was mitonalised because local peeds and views were ignoned.
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for urban susiatnability and the physical and menial wedlbesng of wban
may Eace a number of ihreats, ranging from land transformasiton. and
ane vandalism. v has been posited that community engagement is &

minimising many of these threais. Here we repari on the condition of 11 acwly
ereaied or repovated l&vxmmWﬂlanl&mﬂuMﬂu{mﬁum
imterviews reg menes of loeal residents and officials 1o the (rejereation of the parks and thesr
%;ﬁmnw' manitaring showed a steady degeneration in all the parks evidenced

epance and extensive damage i or removal of trees, fencing, amenities and infrastructure,

ficant boss of public amenity and investment, Thie damage was wroaght by both hamsns and
residents atiributed the decline to several rensans, of which o lack of rommunity engagement was
 including on what the site should have been used for, their official opening ceremeny. and care. The
the best condition fior the longest was the one with the most community consulation, bt that e
extensive damage once an opening was inadverienily made through which catile could subsequently

ey, This paper emphasises ihai the creation and provision of urban recveational parks is oaly one part of ibe
process, which alone is not saffickent 1 ensure their use and apprecistion, bt mather that the process reguines
desp, | and respectial wuth loeal communities
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1. Introduction OQ~?~

The provision and xlnlmmﬂ‘ of green infrastructure In cltles Is
Increasingly advocaied as vital in the promotion of the physical and
pavehologieal wellbeing of urban citisens and for urban sustalnabilicy.
This Is based on growlng evidence of the posliive asiociations between

urban green infrastruciuse for buman beaefll dmulianeously improves
environmental and ecologieal systems and diversity (Lveddey, MePhes
son, & Calinpbetra, 2006, du Tolt et &L, 2008)

Although the beneflis of urban green infrastructure (UGT) are
becoming more widely appreciated, many towns and cithes sill suffer

from insulficlent amownts (by varlous measures) and nequitable dis-
tribution of UGH (Mo an, & MeG :

onnachie, Shack)

exposure 1o quality urban green [nfrastroctere and an ncreasing in- 200K,
ventory of social, health and economic benefiis (oo & Ra

2015), Moreover, the provision of
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