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Composer Note 

  

The composer envisions the music to inspire listeners to imagine scenes, images or moods that are unique to each person.  These dramatic and suggestive qualities are achieved 

throughout the work; he has combined elements of  symphonic and Zulu art forms in a fresh, inventive and dramatic design of  intense rhythms and melodic beauty. 

  

The composition of  the symphonic poem provides the story of  Queen Nandi, a historical message that needs to be told.  Queen Nandi is a South Africa symbolic pillar of  strength.  As a single mother she suffered 

unbearable hardship and adversity but was able to instill greatness by raising one of  the greatest recognized warriors throughout the world and throughout time, her son widely know as Shaka. 

  

Queen Nandi’s story is inspirational and still relevant today as we continue the forward thinking of  woman through artistic expression whose legacies should be celebrated by all. 

Shaka in his height of  power exalted his mother with the deepest respect, this act was the foundation and inspiration of  the title of  the work Queen Nandi (Queen of  Queens). 

    

  

Scene (1) Standing at the Top of  the Mountain 

Scene (2) Dancing through the Enchanted Forest 

Scene (3) The Intriguing Beauty of  Queen Nandi at the Riverside  

Scene (4) The Kings Speaks 

Scene (5) The Banishment 

Scene (6) The Queen’s Exile

Scene (7) Praise Poem (August 11th performance only - bar 266)

Scene (8) The Triumphant Return of  Queen Nandi 

Scene (9) The Spirit of  the River 

Scene (10) Ndlovukazi Nandi KaBhebhe Wase Langeni    

Scene (11) The Great Waterfall 
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                                                                                                       Nandi,iNdlovukazi yeziNdlovukazi 

                                                                                                             Composed and written by Warren G. Bessey

           Scene (1) Standing at the Top of  the Mountain    

           

           Story Synopsis: The opening statement is one of  euphoria –introducing the beautiful Nandi  as she shares a rare opportunity of  being above the mountains 

           and in  the clouds - to see so as far that the horizon begins to curve - the view is spectacular.  The music allows dancing movements that are slow and 

           graceful like a swan, beautifully adorned and pleasing to the eye as the sunlight comes up upon the mountain! 

           Scene (2) Dancing through the Enchanted Forest  

           

           Story Synopsis:  This movement is a landscape open to interpretation. It creates the experience of  walking into a world that's just for you. 

           It's the feeling you get when you step within the boundary of  an enchanted forest, where it is cool, quiet and you can feel something instinctive - an  

           appreciation of  the senses which no word can describe except as being magical. In our youth like Nandi we can imagine walking and dancing in an

           enchanted forest where the maidens take turns showing off  their dancing with the possibility of  fantastical things about to happen!

           Scene (3) The Intriguing Beauty of  Queen Nandi at the Riverside  

           

           Story Synopsis: On her way with friends to visit relatives near the Babanango hills, she passed close to Senzangakhona's ikhanda (home) and 

           with the various watercourses in the vicinity, there can be little doubt that a meeting took place between Nandi's party and a group of  young 

           men that included Senzangakhona. Senzangakhona the young chief  of  the Zulu tribe see's Nandi whilst she was bathing in a river pool. Her 

           beauty smote him, it seems they  met again on their return journey and this time the flir ting between Nandi and Senzagakhona could not have been        

           so innocent, as she fell pregnant by him.  The warriors and maidens are caught between this sensuous flir ting as it was traditionally forbidden.     

  

         Scene (4) The Kings Speaks  

           

           Story Synopsis: Nandi is reporting her pregnancy to Senzangakhona.  

    

           Scene (5) The Banishment  

           

           Story Synopsis: Nandi has taken the child to Senzangakhona and presented him his son and named him 'Shaka'.  Despite Senzangakhona's attempts to

           deny paternity, Mkabayi demands he marry Nandi.  The tribal elders claimed that she is not pregnant but suffering from a stomach ailment caused 

           by the ‘ishaka’ beetle.  Although there were strong indications that the relationship between Nandi and Senzangakhona was never happy for long, Nandi 

           was apparently not very popular and found herself  unwelcome and neglected.  The temperament of  Nandi has been described as being of  a 'violent, 

           passionate disposition’ and states that ‘during her residence with Senzangakhona she frequently got into fits of  outrageous violence’. He claims that ‘Nandi 

           was a masculine, savage woman with a tongue like a rasp’.  Nandi and Shaka’s expulsion from Senzangakhona's presence came as a result of  Nandi striking 

           one of  his leading men over the head with a knob stick.  In consequence of  this, she was on the point of  being killed, but Senzangakhona ordered her out 

           from his presence and told her to never return. 

  

           Scene (6) The Queen’s Exile  

           

            Story Synopsis: Nandi was a courageous and a persistent woman. She did not give up hope, but forged ahead in the face of  misery (the sheer materials 

           covering our dancers symbolize the misery) and impossible odds. Bemused as she was (opening position of  scene), Nandi appeared as a woman capable of  

           facing life without support from the male partner. Her main strength could be seen to have been drawn from the fact that she had to be there for her        

           children. The happiness and well being of  her children were of  paramount importance to Nandi.  As she dances in strength in-between the village maidens 

           only Makabyi encourages Nandi to be strong while the others taunt and jeer at Nandi.  Nandi and Mkabayi dance knowing that Shaka will have his revenge. 

           Scene (7)  Queen Nandi Praise Poem (August 11 2019 Performance for His Majesty King Zwelithini Goodwill kaBhekuzulu)   

  

           Scene (8)  The Triumphant Return of  Queen Nandi (August 11 2019 Performance for His Majesty King Zwelithini Goodwill kaBhekuzulu)       

           

           Symbolizing her triumphant return to society as the Queen of  Queens (so respected as Shaka’s mother),  Queen Nandi makes a dramatic entry onto the 

           stage seated upon a great throne which is being carried on the shoulders of  warriors.   Though this is not necessarily a Zulu custom, artistic liberty is taken in 

           this way to signify her legendary status.  In the height of  his power, Shaka expressed his great love and deep admiration for his mother by exalting her in the      

           presence of  his people.  This act of  exaltation was the inspiration for the music of  this scene: “Nandi, iNdlovukazi yeziNdlovukazi”. 

 

           Scene (9) The Spirit of  the River   

           

           Story Synopsis: After Shaka's great victory at the Umthatuze river he gave Nandi a herd of  thousands of  cattle and started the building of  her own Royal 

           kraal at Emkindini. The spirit of  the river represents Queen Nandi’s temperamental journey in life – from birth as a drop of  water to her climatic death that

           cascaded an unprecedented outcry from the Zulu Nation.  The spirit of  the river is a metaphor on life.  Symbolically, the opening bassoon solo

           represents a drop of  water resting high on the side of  a mountain or the initial eye contact between Nandi and Senzangakhona.  

           The water drops (Queen Nandi) - growing gradually larger finding itself  in the company of  other water drops (warrior and maiden ensemble).  

           Little by little the water (representing their relationship) grows in power, gaining mass, and soon it finds itself  part of  a stream. As gravity 

           pulls the water down the mountain it becomes part of  a larger stream, growing and gaining momentum, and soon the stream is a river.   

    

           Scene (10) Ndlovukazi Nandi KaBhebhe Wase Langeni    

           

           Story Synopsis: This movement exemplifies a split moment in time when Nandi was alone near a river such as the Mkhumabane River. It was in 

           her isolation, in her time of  greatest fear and need that the Creator prepared her for something bigger, in this moment of  time

           the Creator’s power and might was shinning – she gazed upwardly at this mighty light as she listened to her name being echoed in the 

           heavens – a Godly moment where she boldly stood up from that point onwards! 

  

           Scene (11) The Great Waterfall  

           

           Story Synopsis: Symbolically, the river’s flow increases as the choir repeatedly chants Nandi, there is turbulence, roaring rapids and splashing 

           against the rocks climaxing to a great cascade or waterfall from an immense height of  the mountain. The dramatic and intense finale ends with 

           a full cast on a high note with spectacular dancing from Queen Nandi - Nandi an African Queen to be remembered as a symbol of  strength and 

           for her unwavering love to raise one of  history’s greatest warriors of  all time.  
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Scene (4) The King Speaks
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