
In of£ ring you a r&port ooYeriag the ~vents of the year 1975 I 

find myself' at something of a di s dvantage* si,noe I was installGd in 

o.ff'ice o-nl.y in Oetob~:r- of that year. There 1s some' f:ompenaation t:o this, 

lO'W'eVer , i n that the continuity of the. Uni versity•s li£~ , notwit.hotanding 

tl1e change in, V1ce•Chancell(>l:~,s , has been most convincingly demonstrated 

thi.,. ntorning by the award of an Honorary Dootot:ate to my predee.essor . 

Dt> . J . M. Hyslop. Thts re,copition ot his st.er1ing S·:: rvieee t .o and 

guid$1\ee ot th Universit y llU'trlt.s our appreciation ~f Ma qualid.eo as o. 

Our Cht:!lleellor' s aboanee on 

arounds/ • .., •• 



grounds 
1 o~ fJ.eal th ai"torue\'1 m~ the particular pl"ivi1~6e of being e.'ble to cq.p 

• Hyslop. a rocqmp,mee fQ%' having my thunder otolen by tht Public 

Orator 4s most $-'ble perorQtion this mortting. 

In recent months th• University has lost the services, through 

.retirement., of othel' valued and distingtd.sbed staff membe:-s, includitt3 

the DetUl ot Students , Professor H. J • Chapman, who was also a serv1.ng ntember 

of the Uiliverslty Ooucill. , and Professor L •. A. Howson , Dean of the Faculty 

o£ Divinit:t ·~ Asaociate .Professors •· Ruddock and J.c. van Bille retired 

After many years of service to Rheden, as did t ho ..,.inanee Off:teer ., Mr. 

B.B.~ . Pi&rs. Associate Pt-efeasor G.w.s.c. Asb.b7 retd.gned to b&eome 

Dean/ ••••• 



an ,of Gral\am~tow , and • lt.,l'l. fi:rute:v, Senior I..ectt.U"er in A.trika(u.u;s/ 

liederlands, accbpted a Clulir llt the University of Fort HArfJ• I also 

t-ecGrd,. with deep regr•t• the deat~ of Dr., . t . Doltt, Senior teottll'eli" 

in Zoology,. 

Recent aeni·o·r · appotntments in the Univetsi.t;'l' include the ev~ 

J .N·. su.ggit as otesaor of New Te$tament Stud:t.e:s, Mr. n_.c ,. Best a.e 

.. r .L. Coleman, Mr·~t,. ". R. Hunt, tu. • Sar.tJfUm.t and .Dl'• M. van Wyk 

mi th wel"e prom.o·tod to Maoc:tate Protes~or, while tho :toilowtns · staf·f mol:'lbern 

we.re ttPeint:e.d or promoted to the :t<.ank ot SenS-or Lecturer .l . _. IhE. Jacob• 

Mr., J .~ . Moulde~, llr. X. Ka.nfer, t:fr• J .lhG• Perry, ?.fr• K.,s. Prinslo~t 

D.r. tie lttordatt,. i·~-• D. P. St~~nt Dr·. twl ·• SwitQr and. ~. lhJ• tiilso.-t~. 

In/••••• 
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In general,. appointments to the statt of Rhodes ~e sou&ht after b 

Vt~ll quali t i•d appl:i.c,ants both from ,s.,uth Africa and tro.m abr~ad. and 

the high standtn"da tor wldoh. Rhodes has become. known ar~ being maintained .. 

In ee:rtai!l cH.sci.pU.nes, however, pa:rtie:ularly those with a high proteasional 

C()n:tent in which the dispari t;· betwe•n academic salaries et,l those earn&d 

in acU:ve pr.aetice ia extre:me • the si tua. tion dOe$ a.ttord a cort•:in cause 

tor cc:mcorn. Perhaps the remody .lies part:laU, in a more active endouragement 

of post~aduate stud.i(l~ which hopefully \d,l,l le.tAd ultil.tltltelt to more 

indi'd.duals acquirinf! a firm t .flste for academic life. 



It c<tnt1nue s · to be a notablCJ feature ¢tt Rhodes llf that in adtli. t1o4 

to· tb4ir teaching dnt:t•s • ata.ft members tn the vt.U"ious epa.rtmenta. and 

Restlet.tch lnsU.tutee a.lso render a significant service to the co-untry 

tttroug)& th~ir reaeau-ch work• their publ1eaticntat \heir pttblie lect \Wee 

and theil" pfU'tic1pation in ·& great many cultu~U and J»:"e!te.ssional 

ora.anit"J.a..ttou fl.hd in pub-lie lite. ~h~1r li.ivet!J also become int•erest•ti· 

·and often iflU!leraed_. in higher eduoe:tion.. and help to oarey t ts benef.ita 

into the communi t7 • 

Wi tb thl tev add:i tional posts e#tabUsb~Hi in the past 7eatt, the 

numet-ical. trength ot: the acad•mtc staff has pae.ae:d the aoo rn:u-k tor the 

ti.rst time. and. a studfin\ .... &taff rat1& of letts thari 12:1 has been 

.filn.tatained.. Whether lt will. bt: possible ·to maintain t.hie· !opartant balance 
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in the o11rrent year• depends on fitJ.anoial. t•.eto,re to which I wiU r•!e~ 

i n a sho~t whil•• 

· Otil 2 '06 d.u 1974, QUi' atuden.t numbers rose to 2 3?0 in 1975• e 

have ha.d another signi.ttcant tncrel\s& this ;rear 'ltlhioh i s still not Etnallt 

·aeseosed but whtcb points to .a final all•inclusi V'Ci total of just over 

2 500. Of the ., 1 493 are acccunmodated in University res!denc s ~ 

Atte~r allowing for spe.cli.al students, for non•resident post - rad'uate 

.students , and. for opptdans from h'Onws in Grahelnstovn• the balrmc::e represent~ 

t1 considerable number of stud&nte: . certainly m~re than f ive hundred, in 

:private ac:commodation · or boarding in the Ci.t1• l n some :cases these 

student /. • .., .. 



Gtud•nta ~$ l$:vin$ i.n SUosta:t'l~d bous:l:nt.h ~d 1. t ¢1tHU"'l1 i.G the 

rlsponsi.bilit;y ot the tr~ive:rsity to give peat-&r .heod to th-eir liv<ina 

and enttit'onmentkU ·COnditione. !he fl'$l'leral q,ue·stion of Ertude:ab ac.comnu) .... 

dation .:is giving u$ mueh food f0·71' thought. lnde d, a ape,eial. S•nate/ 

·Counc:il Ad Roo Commi ttoe,. ifle-ludius thre• atodftnt metnbet-s , ia in the 

t:'!ld$t of asussintl tb:e vbol• social, eu1t1U'al and t1n@cta1 ~mp11~a.t1ons 

ot our ~e.sideru:• e)"at~rn. A proper balance. between l'esldence 1iviq llmd 

t.cw livtng i,$ one of Uhe objeftti."es betn.e sought. We shall. obvtou_a1y 

ndeaV(HU··,.:in th~ tnte:l"&st ot c.ur et~ong restdet&tial trad.itic.u:to.,. to tna.k& 

otW residences .as atbtr.ctiv$ to ltv• itt as ~ssible.. The eompl.e·tion o.t 

Cu11"n Bo~1e:s Bouse in the Kirtbfl)?t~y t>llside.nce, <1Gmplex a.n the p:l:e lt~: 

stimates f# the <:oGt ~r furth.Qr reeideJtcoe of this~ type, over rt1 GOO 

veto et:udent .,. clemonst:t"ete that the •1• ¢:oJ$\ stracttn"e raua·t be re.vi.ewed. 



The Co1Ulci.l has alr-e:a4f 4\.Ccepted a poltcy of ensul'i:ng tnat reu;tdf)aee tee~ 

eover all trading CO$t.s ., and lW• itself apoed to assume th.e £ntuoe.t and 

.redemption b'W'den. fbe time has au~•lt come to e•aluate less eXJ.)cm.st•G 

torme of etude.nt a.ceommod•t1ou than tra.di tional concre.te t~ame bui.ld!n;o. 

The idea of ter~aee housing in the idiom of the Settl-er sty.lo appaals to me· ~o 

Tho result, if f..agifiat:tvel.1 don•• could prouuce • atmol3ph(tre aind.l.cu- to 

tW.t ·of btiflee~s• Sq~e. a't; a cost per studtnt of .a l!ttle more than 

half that of !lore orthodc~ app:r()aehe\e., 

Whi~e o~ thia topie of \'fu~ldtnga and construction work, I am bappJ 

•o rceport 'that the imposlng nev building tor the J . L. • Smith Institute 4lf 

Xchtl:\yoloQ vas completed tor noccupation euly laet .~ear , ~Utd the Coel-.cuth 

nov repoeeD in surrounding$ mo.re illi keep1.ng with its anc.,atral dignit.y .., 

No pt>a1s~/u n• 



No precise could be too hi;h1 however, for th• .outstandi.ns work eani.Gd 

o:ut by th• late l?rof:eeeor J.:x..s. Strt!l.th. in cramped and totally unsuitable 

working spae• in the o·1d Xcbthyol.of!N bullding. where he -clt:t.ev•d results· 

that brought scie:ntista :trom all ol¥'&1' tlte wcpr1d to cu. doorstep. 

At the old ~aharn$tovn fi'.•ininf$ CoUeg; • ·whiob. ha$ nov be•n ino.orpora1Hifd 

into o'W." campus •. ext nnive vol:"k !a 'bein$ oarrted out on renovatio:ru~ , al.tea• 

tione .and exten£1ons to prepare the buildings for occ.upati.on. by departments 

ot the Uatv · ralt~. Some 1:n.ti1diags. ue alr·eady occupied, but the butlding 

vork is .likely to .GQ on for a considerable time~. 'The !ncorpol'atiC!in o( the 

Col.legoe complex re:pr.onts a significct e~aion ·of the plcy'sicel elze ot 

the Un1ver$tty, and St li!Cul.d. hi\"V"e take!$ \16 a ~·•t ~ yeus to ao.q,utr• th.o 

a.ame number o.t sqnar• J:tt't!•es of acoommod4t:1•i1 tn f1r.1J:1 oth•r way... We art' 

partictl'l.arly/ •• •. ill 
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parti0\11arl;r gratetul to haVIft s t. Muy1s ChaJiel as tbe tlnivtre.it:r•s ff)~tztal 

ceAtr• of vox-ship. 'l'b•· .service ma#kug· the start ot th• •ca.de:ntic ye:as- ·was 

held th•H, 111 ~celt.. On this oc.ca.sion the 1te1s ot the Ohape,l ll4':te p-:rft'.Sel'lted 

tc ~· • b;r ·t~e Hotber Superior o-f the eo.unit1 ·of tu ResurrecM.o:n. ·• 

also m..-ketl the '!wentr•Filth u:niV'ef'&tU"3' <tf b()<l$$ I;U!I' a IU.l.i'•fledged un1verstt,.., 

Whv& U.\t cet-ta1n other areq too:• ~ota.bl; ~ Prihce Alfred Hos~i tal 

and the PoU.ce Headquutat-s 111 Jl!rltloe Utred Street, wbiieh n hope ~ventuaU)r 

In tbie ~"•e~·ct we have been f$l'tunate !tt being able to call. oJi the assistu.oe 

of ho,fosso» WiUrld Mallows to advise ·\W on the pt&cement bt future 'bu.i1d1nss.1. 

on pedestrian and vehl~ t;l"•:H·io tlll•nds .ad ·other t:acto.ra wlU.ch wt1l. 



One eon$ .quence of thla planning etli.'Y'ity !.s that we .x-e committed 

tC) Giving caretul tho.ught t.o· long- term ace.deani.c developments• and more 

~ioulul\1. to· otll" eoneept ot tkfl. u.ltimate Si$e of tbe Universit;y. X 

personallt prete:!' to appl"oach t'hts latt-er point l.l'lt\1re()tly b1 ad.vocatbg a. 

limit on 1'..-eshman intake l)Ot v~tr:r mueh a.bovo the ,resent aumbers. O-ne could ' 

then enoour-s• tu bettu qlUllttr studente tbus torihcoming. to co~pl.ete At 

1-.aet tot.U" u•ars ot etudf ud ofter ev•ry inducement to ·the abler amongst 

th•m to ree;ain to:r p<ratpaduate studies.. ·e>nt~ tac.tor that we shall not be 

able to loavo cut of account is tbe adv~cttcy by the outb. Afti.c.a."l Pharraacy 

BotWd o.f a de~e ,q:Wilitication fro• A residential wrl. v~resit-1 as th~ ac.le 

means -of etJ:~ertns the pro:t•sei.~il·· 

'~he possibility/ . ...... 



) 

The :poGEJib.i1it1 of a lllmdes preson<:e in ..,ast LoD;d.on, on thO r:aodel 

ot Pot.ehetotrtlom Uad.vel"aity•e •cti.vit1es in Vanderbylpt\l"k, is also beina 

actively ,pursued. rus propoeal, too, if it reaches truition, will have • 

profound ef'f:eo·t on oUJr future·• 

~i1tb a. pa.vtlion atiU to bo p;tcovicled, the work ot lt"~ve·111ng and 

aut-1'4\0inl! the new $pol'ts st tU.1Am. on the ~.-oepect liO'tl'se site has been 

eomplotbd, rutd tho first. e~ris evht was at•e•d on th" athletics trac~ 

last :re-I.U"• The new , :fields w:lll tutlp. us to cater for growing stu'C.ient 

l\:umbe:!l'a requiri.ng: these tac1l.it1.elJ, 

xteMiv~ altevationo to the interior ot tbe !:'fain Building have be&n 

car~ied ..()'tit in at~ea over the past tw ye~a, a..'Pld constructio-n w:rk l:ul$ 

Gtarted/••••• 
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a t rt.e:d .otJ. th& fourth side of th$ qua.~a:ng,l~. V·&r't •SC)on, th.&r•f~rflt. the · 

. tMrtQ\U'OU$ tiescJ:·iption ol oul" quad£'-ugl.e· •~~~ Hfbe, unfiniehed s.ympll.Ol\1*' will. 

no' J,o.use~ be ap~riate. It is :intE!resttng to note that. the lain Btd.ld.iuth 

quadrangl.ce inoluded., wu delitig,ned. by Bake-r Wl..d Kendell ill 1911, pd the 

water'"'!!colo'Ur" Gket;Qhe~ .hanging in the Cotnmittet R~om: viU sh~v to what. e:Xt$llt 

w•· hav~ adher•d. to or 6bput~ trom the· detatls ot their design.., :ant the 

basic ~-out of the bui.1di:na as they de$i~ed it al~s T"•wd.n•d the 

guidin4f pattern when f!ecti~ns wre erected in 191,.,, 192/11 1928• 19'5 tm;d 

·1949. Now, a.fter 6;; ~ea;J;!S t tht· final. stqe. is under ~nst;ru¢tion-. 

l"inanees have been a gN t sourc.e of WOt'%7 .for man;r YcE:lars·. l.a spi te 

of the l'e.v· gcOs o-t 1Atutio» we c .e out ol 1975 w'tnout MY s-erious de£!cit , 

axeept in tlle CGUJ.e or the ~~td~n<:&$·• where •• 1ft'U'e more t®n R100 000 in 

tb<t red. i'be alJt:e~tnative f · rl'd!ng of' lnter~:u~t and r<!d:e·mption* to whi~h I have 

alread~ retel"rOdt w111 make tho, yict.ur~ a 11ttle l~s dismal !n ¢om!ng feo.ra. 
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Nonetb.Qltut~s• an a.ccuwlated residence defiott. of ovel' 400 000 is · ve)!7 
I 

worrisome featur<Q et the accounta. Some ca.retul. an<l out ot:· tb.e ordi~ 

moaeull:"e will hav to PO devieed to· xoel.i·e·V us of this c~uahtns bl.l1'den. 

additional subsidy .compon.e.nt for s.mall uniVel'oities.,) to the nett ~4; nt o·f 

som~ BZ80 ooo, has 'become ~va.ilabl~h Provided continued in:f':l.fttion does 

It &s • pleasure t o r•c.ord, too 1 the st·eadilt in.c:rreaaing support we 

are enjoyine; from our dono.lrs., untlel" the able iitevardsh:i;.p of t~tr , J .,tf~ Pa.pontue, 

ou.r ·.rector- of Public elations and. De1re1opment.. $1b,:b su.ppot~t amounted to 

ovt":Jtr ·;;6o 000 tn 1975• We area part1oulatt'lY grateful for the contributions "· 
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tactOl" lo the tbd:vorcd:ty's. continue;d w&llbe-i'n.g. 'l'h• moGt munificent gift. 

·Of al.l" howev-tu·,. has no.t b&en : . Olletar,- o:nE~ , but tJ1at of the most ~xtttnstve 

available collection ot lJ ,..J,. Rhod~' papers• ehol"'tly to be fo:t"mally presented 

" · us b1 Gold Fi lds ot South Af~i~a Ltdt 

Th&$8 fac tors in .no sene justtf';v: ey gt'ounds for comple.~~no-3 •· ®d I .. 

have embarked upon e~t~nl!d:ve plmmin& ftlr improvint thQ ertectlveness of 

th. Univeralt7"'s operations,. fte: Coanei1 llAs also directed that particular 

sc::utiny ~hould b$ exeit'cised over the f:l.lling of vacant posts wi.th ll&rm«fl.ent 

appointments. .I am til'mly wetded too to ttl concept of suhstn.ntial. tmprove­

monts in tbe $k$..ll.s, c-ouditi()tlS ot sel'vi.ee and etnoluments ·of our Black E)tarr. 

a:h1s ine;Vitably means that o:ver the years their numeF·ic·a.:t. pr•pond.e~u•e &n 

relation to oth•l" statt , ~mbere will be redu'Ced. I SaJ/ this in. the full. 

knowledge/ •• • • ~ 



knowle<lgO> of the groa~l1 inadequ te empl~yment prospects• and social ~d 

economic situation of' Gra:hauJuto\fll•e B).aek l':itizezas. , .It seems to me that 

on 'Wd.Y out of ttue ditttr.ulty is to enrplo1 ·&v.e:ry means that l)Ui'· i,.ginat1ona 

ean <htvise to ·r-etain the highest possible p•rcentage of llhodes • spending 

power in Grabamatown• the." by· creating :mo:t"e 1nd:i~e:ert cunplo,.ment <>Pl'Ol"tun1t1eEh 

Ai'te:r two yeue without a Stu4ent.c RepteeentatiV' Council, the student 

bouy elected a Counc11 U..:et )"t«!' o.n the basis of u amended aoustttution• and 

with an es:traordinerUy hiah. v~te turnout. the new SBC hae set about ito work 

in an efficient ai'ld. plea.ld.~ manner· which bold.S out B"ltt promise for the 

:future. !he Senio:lt Stu.donts in the ltal.la too· have lut1p(IJd to point thQ vay to 

liM~ an effe(lU.vo s tudent Y~adership can mean tn tbe· wa.st · of increased morale ,, 



•0ur etude.nt bod$ con.t1nue.*' t() )'teld a, .Mch perocn\taae of outstancUnc 

.. ch:ieve~s vho more than hold theil- own ta open. oom,_.t.t tion fot: uademt.e: ~ 

h.O'~S.ours and avuds a:t national. lev.-1. ln the fiald of sport,, the U'niv&rs1t,. , 

1a 1975, proclu.ced two :tntet-lla\io~s .. 44 ~vincial lllay4t's , tuld 15 Juuior 

· ovtnciel tf.~-rs, . hU.• 2:6 were se.,leeted for :;.A., trn:ivezosities ~ddes. 

My sautdeet ne:ws l have retained t.Ul.til the •nd. Mr •. JUt.ltioe J . n. 

Cloete • w'ho ts both Cbairmo <:>f Coun-eil ~And ro~ ¢hairtam, indicated to ~ 

Council at it• Peeember tW!ltirl.s· Ma intel'lti<>n to J.'etire from office t an 

·e>ppoFtune date d.Ving: th.e :rear. 1'bi$ means that todf,cy is t~ ~at <>cca~ion 

at whioh he ri11 preai<te over <;gr annua.l gatho-ftin!l• - te • tw W(l) ll know. 

ia ntodect to • lau_lt., an ·t b.a& bo•Q. i~:~p&ssibl\\ to ~t~a.c~ liU11 dot ila ot his 

e~·traol"dina.ry/. •• •• 



,,. 

l)Xt:raor-dinuy s&v~"ices to Coavocatle'n and to the Univer,eity aa a whole; aa.d. 

mo*'• ~tltnll.-ly of' his 'Worlt ~11 th,t?. eonnei.l. ~md 1attt:!rl1 aa Ch.airtnmh 
' i 

lndoed,. he haa ·txpr&ss1 .· enjoined n1e n.ot to d~ell on the sub.ject on this 

oe'Caaion. t'-lben J.ut tthooeuti to announce the: -e~et dfi\te 1 ve eha.ll hJ*Ve t-o 

employ so-me iadb'*e"t, -evert aeme devious , m~ ot pi,eo!n' the :ree-o.rd to.getheJ-'1 

in .,rflet" to par him p:t-O;pt"l" tr.ibu~e. I ' for ont should Ul«J to •xpresa ll't1 

~ati tude: t"or the P~tti.ent •r ln. whteh. h6 has alway-~ been a;v-ailabl.e With 

:Ltl.torm.ation., ad'Vi·ce Ucd &:ne·olU"as-lllen.t &$. '"\I slovb ,eased my way iato the 

Vio(t ..... C$nc~l..larian driver"n s:G'at. B•st wisihfl's, DAnte, :tn all th~t you will 

haV'4 to acu,ompliehl1 end I hope perbaf$ a ,little forlornl8 .• that you :reell;, vU 

be ;able t .·o find the tim~ fol"' all that gar«.tentn~ tltat you have be~n promisin.& 
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