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As one contemplates the weeks, stretching intc months, of
demonstrations, riotimg, looting, arson and carnage, that have
spread to every major centre in South Africs in the aftermath of -
the Afrikasns-in-schools issuez that erupted in Soweto in June 1476,
one is filled with g}eat eadness, and a sense of deja V. The
proximatas cause of the whole affair was the issue as to whether
certain subjects in the Black higzh schools of the Soweto complex
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should be taught in Afrikeans, The teachers, the parents, th
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School Boards and the pupils themselves were adamantly agzainst it.

In 3pite of repeated warnings in th
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plainest terms of the penteup
emotions and frusirations that were bﬁilﬁing up, the authorities
persisted in an attitude that can only be des cribed as mulish myopia.
Eventually they had to make the concession under duress, the very
eituation they were intent on avoiding at all cests. Their

2ttitude was all ths more remarkable in view of the prominence in
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tha Volkmemory given tc ths enfo d usg of BEnglish in all Transvaal
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schoole during the Milnsr dispensation.
One must concede to the Estsablishment the point that thersz was a
reat deal more to the sitﬁation than the school language issue.
A timeous and graceful retresat on this front would undoubtedly have
defused the i%mediate causus belli, but one concession in isolation

no more heralds the arrival of the millenium than one swallow
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are still there. Nobody supposeas for a moment, by way of analegy,
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s they could have averted the American Revolution, unless

the major underlying grievance, no taxation without representation,
had besen removed step by step in an orderly and evdluitionary
fashion. Similarly, The Ancién Regime could hardly have side-

sty
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pped the French Qe“ﬂluticn merely by rectifying the salt tax
ingquities.

It can also be conceded that there are undoubtedly provocatsurs
only tooc anxious to fish in whatever troubled waters are available.
In all probability some of these agitators hav: Communist or at
least Harxist connections. To conclude from this, howe%er. that

granting any concessions is playing right into the hands of the
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Communists, and that the policies of the present regime are our
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strongest Bulwark against the Bolsheviks is to bz guilty cf a
gigantic nonseguitur. Imagine for a moment, if only imaginétien
can stretch that far, a series of cataclysms in Russla and China
that leads within six months to the‘e&tablishment of governments
of impeccable Western democracy in those two countries andito
the complete destruction of every trace of an international’
Communist apparatuse. Would such a state of affairs conﬁr%bute
onz iota to the ultimate resolution of South Africa's underlying
prodblem? The answer quite clearly is No. The only difference
it might make is ons of timescale. So much for the simplistic
"Red under every bed"” explanstisn of our woes,

When one has exhazusted ell the rhetoric about preserving
Western and Christi=n values, abcﬁt standirg firm against the

enslaughts of godless atheistic compunism, or about controlling
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ievaloping along its own lines, the




authority to itself, is going to rule ferever, he is flying
in the face of &1l human experiences. OSuch situations can
persist for an extended period, in some cases up to two or three
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enturiss. Inevitably, however, the exclusivity of the ruling
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vokes & reaction
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a rom those outside the pale. If
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ions are withheld indefinitely, the mejority sooner or

b

later rises up in wrath and casts off the yoke. History is

replets with examples. whare are ths Mamelukes of IZgypt, or
the Crusaders of the Holy Land? What was the ultimate fate of

the British Raj in Indias, the Japanese in Korea, or the Arabs
in Spain? The legsson is writ plain for all to read., Ths only
lastingly successful congussts or colonies have been these where
the viciors have enjoyed aﬁ overwhalming numeric superiority,
have had no scruples about exterminating the vanquished, or have
finally merged with the conquered people in & new synthesis. A
classic example of the last alternative is the Norman Ccnquest.
of Englarnd; William's warrior baroas finally blended with the
local populace to form a new people. :
None of the above-mentioned circumstances prevail in South
Africa. Lack of numeric parity is a fact; the Whites possass’
neither the will nor the lsck of scruple to exterminaie the
Blacks, nor would the world stand idly aside were such a 'firal
golution™ even conceivable, Finally, the ruling South African
elite up to now has shown ro incipient preparedness whatever to
come to terms with the overwhelming Black majority. Unleze the
combination of sxternal pressures, internal unrest a&nd some
vestigial trace: of realism on the part of our rulers can force

white South Africa into & belated change of heart, the rcad ahead
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precede rebellion and revolution will succeed emch other like
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forcordained doom with the certainty of two trains approach-
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ing eack other on the same track. The principals are apparente

ly oblivious of their fate, a fate which

Lo

o the impartisl
obaérvar with the Man-from-Mars viewpoint is as certain es day
succeeding night.

Truly i%t has been said that those who dc not study history
are fated to repeat it. Czar Nichclas learnt nothing from the
1505 Winter Palace episods, when the Cessacksz ruthlessly cut

down the passive crowd. Twelve years later the Little Father

wes toppled from his throne in the Octobar Revolution., The

an

171¢ Faster hebelllon was the harbinger of the Irish Fres State.
Nichelas learnt nothing from the first warning signas, and the
British Government not much nmore frowm centuries of Irish unrest.
Worse yet, we in South Africa refuse to apply any lessons from
bistory, ba2cause our position is:“u#iqua". Ws progress at the
pace of a stately minuet from Witmansbaasskap through Apartheid
t~ Separate Development, and na/on to "plural democracy”. Who
are we fooling? Not evsn ourselves. No wender the ostrich is
our best known bird. \

Informed commentators such as Archbishop Hurley arevon record
as saying that unless a fundamental changs of direction is

evident by 193C at the latest we shall without doubt go the way

of the pieds noirs in Algseria, What the future will be like

without suc& & change of heart is graphically evoked by Pieter-

Dirk Uye' spine-chilling play "God's Forsaken'., The three Braad

sisters are alonez in their father's heavily guarded maneion, an
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hegemony in an ocean of guerilla disputed

territory. The action is periodically punctuated with the news:



"The unrest and rioting is being contained”, "The police have
the situation under control'. A1l too distressipgly fa=iliar,

The question each one of us must answer individually Is

"Faced with such a situstion at must I do?" Tihe lasss stoute-
hearted with highly portabls careers have already made tasir

A great majority to whom thinking is an unwonted and pzirnful
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exercise simply carry on as if nothing serious has hapy
is likely to happen. '"Leave it 2ll to Jolly John" iz a very
comforting doctrine. The troudble is, his particular brand of
kragdadigheid no longer sesms to produee the accusteomed e?fects,
even when applied in steadily increasing doaesf The countiry
has been "mainlining" on it for to» long.

Sq what is left? .Zs there & Third Way between the Diaspora
and the Laager? I belisve thare is, but it will take a stout

heart, a ccol head anzi anerves of st
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g2ls %The role le?t for the

ther to Black Nationzlism

nor to White intransigence is akin to the Salvation Army man

man of goodwill who is committed ns
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in the midst of a street brawl. |His pecliticzl power is non-

existent: that is the exclucive preserve of the major contestants.

f47]

Ee is the piscemaker who tries to pick up the pisces and tie up

o

the wounds during the intervals whan the belligerenis pause from
exhaustion, He is unlikely to receive any thanks from either
side. If Black, he will be an Uncle Teom and if White a woolly-
headed Liberal, a dangzerous Radical or worssa. Such Just Men will
not sa§ very much: indeed the time for talking ie almost over.

As Archbishop Burnett has observed, everything has been said

already. Unfortunately, nocbody muck who matters is listening,
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robably quietly stay at his post, e€2iting an



example of courtesy and understanding to all, and endczavouring

+5 maintain waat slender bridges of ynderatanding remain intacte.

in just as expossd & nositioen as they arce

Such @& man is often a man of faith: when all else fails it
je faith alone that sustiains. The distilled wicdom of man's
quest for meaning in this 1ife certainly supports such an
attitude. In a time of crisis it is garaﬁozically the soundest
sorm available oi hardnosed realicle. #Blessed are the peace-
nakers for they shall cbtain peace” contrasts very sharply with
#3211 they that take the sword shall perish with the gword' .
"Pglitical power growé out of the parrel of & gun” gaid the
cynical Cheirsan Maoe vHow many divisions does the Pope have?”
asked Stalin. Yot Pope Leo I, alcne and ﬁingle~handed, saved
Rome, once the mightiest power on earth, from complete destruc-
tion at the hands of the ?andals; Nearer to our own time and
place, the quaker Gush, alone and unarmad, walked.up tha hill
anéd faced doen tho marauding Yhosza band jntent on the destruction
af the Salem aatilensnt.

Th2 men of peace, the prophats and the priests, do not always
ceem to succeed, at least not in the chort terd. Heary II

o when he asked '"who will free me from this

3.

lacked no willing han
turbulent priest?” Yot it iz Beckel whom we honour, not Henrye.

Tpe iurbulent prieste of to-day, the Beyers Kaudes and the Manas
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Butpelezi's, BaY well be ths hope on which ws build LoMOTTOW,y

even if it is only their memoriac

1
or
ol
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dgers of tonorro¥, if waz are to have & tomOrrov of any
consequonce, are amongst us L6dRY s quiatly working at their posts
and planning for that tomorrew that nust surely dawi.

+he aftermath of Soweto South Africa will gurely nesvar be



the same again. Can the Black schosls and universities rise
Phoenix-like from the ashes and charred ruins? Is not the
act of planning a quixotic gesture when no man can say with

ceortainty what will be happening in 1950 let alone in 2000 4.D.%?
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Ironically, ones can say with more confidence what will have
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sned by the latter dats than by 19%0. By the turn of the
century there is no question but that South Africa as we know it,
with its exirsordinary social and political arrangements, will
have passed intc the history books. One ctates this not so much
as & politiczl plan of sction or & picus hope, or alternatively
a throat-gripping fear. OCne simply states it 53 a fact, with as
much confidence as one could ever make about aany extrapolation
ints tas future, such asa that the sgum will rise tomorrow. There
ie as little point in railing agsinst it &s in decrying the
Saharan sand or the ice in Greenland, The path through the poli-
tical sound-barrier to that supersonic future is unpredictable
end turbulent. The end result is not. There is little point in
making the journey thither anﬁ more cruel and exacerbating than
is absoluntely necessary. Sueen Elizabsth II put it very
graciously in her Bicenienary Independence Day speech, when ahe;
thanked the United States for the lesson tauéht Britain by the‘

American Revolution. The Britain of G

¥

arge III, she =aid, lacked
the statesmanship "to know the right tims and the manner of
yielding what is impossible to keep".

Twenty-four years is anot a long ﬁime in the life of a nation
or even of an institution. Let at least some of us nei lose our
heads, and plan.quietly together in ha:mcny for the futuré that
w2 shall have to learn to shars together, whether we like it or not.
That is the real Lesscn of Soweto for ESouth Afriéans, Black and
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White alike. Would to God that we find the coura
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